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Mama Johnson from “Everyday Use” 
If you ever imagine how wonderful it is to think of a person who cares for another person to nearly forgetting himself, its mind-boggling. That person most the time is a parent, XX
more specifically the mother. Mothers go the extra mile to make ends meet for their children. Someone might think that the literary forget themselves and start thinking more about children and the means to make them happy. “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker presents one such character, Mrs. Johnson or Mama Johnson. Mama Johnson displays her character as strong, forgiving, loving, independent, and above all, sincere.  	Comment by Price, Merrall: A red X indicates there is an error in the line—typo, or grammar or punctuation.
	Comment by Price, Merrall: What do you mean? Who would think that, and why?	Comment by Price, Merrall: This is your character study for Mr. Thompson. How are you going to rewrite it to fit one of the essay questions? Which one are you planning to answer?
	First of all, Mama in the text “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker is a mother of two daughters; Maggie and Dee. In the story, it turns out that she is the narrator of the many things that she undergoes. One very identifiable character about Mama is that she is a powerful woman. One instance where we can draw this is right by how she describes herself. “In real life, I am a large, big-boned woman with rough, man-working hands…” (Walker, 1994 p1) All these are qualities of a strong woman. She even goes ahead to describe how she is still able to do some of the tasks that most people believe are too hard for women. One of these tasks is both cleaning and killing a hog. Also, Mama further says that she can do some of the daring acts that are only done by men. These daring activities include walking outside all day, as well as being able to break the ice for bathing water. All these activities depict the character of a strong woman since she does some things that are hard for other women of her age to try.  	Comment by Price, Merrall: You need to begin each paragraph with a topic sentence that sums up the whole paragraph. Then you can make sure that everything in the paragraph relates to the sentence, and every paragraph is about something different. What is it that this paragraph should be about?	Comment by Price, Merrall: Daring? Or hard physical work?
Due to this ability to be able to try things that are almost impossible for a majority of other women, she becomes hardworking. One reason to characterize Mama this way is by how she handles a lot of situations surrounding her life. First of all, from the description that she gives her house burned down. This fire is the one that had a significantly negative impact on the life of Maggie, her second born. Despite this challenge, as a mother, she was still able to build another one. She describes the newly built house as just like the one that burned down in terms of being three bed-roomed. However, it is not as the original one as the current one does not have essential features like real windows. All these are perfect instances to prove a person who is hardworking for the sake of her family.	Comment by Price, Merrall: Other way round, I think; because she has to work hard, she finds nothing is beyond her.	Comment by Price, Merrall: 	Comment by Price, Merrall: Sentence fragment—no verb.	Comment by Price, Merrall: Quote the text.	Comment by Price, Merrall: Are you sure?
Additionally, the hardworking nature of Mrs. Johnson is evident by how she can educate her daughter to the college level. In the narration, she frankly admits that she never had an education. However, this situation does not deter her from educating Dee on the college level. She is also proud of this achievement to the extent of imagining getting appreciation from her. She narrates that she dreams "…Dee is embracing me with tears in her eyes. She pins on my dress a large orchid, even though she has told me once that she thinks orchids are tacky flowers.” (Walker, 1994 p1) this fact reveals that she has achieved one of her dreams of having to see her daughter, Dee, educated. 
	Loving is a character mostly portrayed by a person’s ability to share and give what a person thinks is useful to the other person. As a mother, the character of being loving is evident from the narration that she provides. First of all, considering the things that she does for her children, it proves how much she loves her two daughters. One of the instances that she narrates about is when their house burnt down. At this point, she recounts how she was trying to rescue her daughter from the burning. She says that "…I can still hear the flames and feel Maggie's arms sticking to me, her hair smoking and her dress falling off her.” (Walker, 1994 p1) This situation presents a person who is loving to the extent that she sacrifices herself to rescue her daughter from the burning house.
 Also, Mrs. Johnson is not just loving but also a very caring mother. First of all, due to the fire that burnt her, Maggie does not feel good about herself. This fact means that her self-esteem is slowly being interfered with upon reflecting on it. Her mother is very much aware of this situation. It is a very awkward situation, especially when it faces a person like Maggie. The narration demonstrates how caring she is by how she sticks to her no matter what may come. Even when she is waiting for Dee, she calls her to accompany her in waiting for Dee. This strategy is to make sure that she does not feel lonely or lacking attention that she dearly needs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Additionally, one thing we learn about the description that the narrator gives about herself in the story. First of all, she describes how her hands look like in the text. In the report, she says that her hands look "man-like." Also, in the description that she gives about the place she lives, she says that the yard that at some point they used to clean. In this yard, Mama says that it is a "…extended living room" (Walker, 1994, p2). From this description, we can learn about someone who was home with herself. In other more straightforward terms, it reveals a particular character about Mrs. Johnson. This character is being real and self-acceptance.
Despite the poverty that is evident from the debigscription she gives, Mrs. Johnson X
does not worry at all about it. Instead, she describes its signs without any worry at all. Even her appearance, she says that her “fat keeps hot in zero weather” (Walker, 1994, p2) this X X statement reveals a person who is a conservationist. She accepts her culture of poverty and does not see any big deal about that. Also, from the instance where Dee tells her that she changed her name, Dee, to Wangero Leewanika Kemanjo, we understand that Dee was named after an ancestor. This instance shows how Mrs. Johnson is a conservationist since she loyally calls her daughter, Dee, after an ancestor. 	Comment by Price, Merrall: How so? I don’t think this is the word you want.	Comment by Price, Merrall: Too informal
The character of Mama of being not only fair but also morally strong in the story. X 
It reaches a point when Dee wants to have the old quilts. However, Mrs. Johnson does not want that, and therefore she suggests to Dee that she should "…take one or two of the others…” (Walker, 1994 p5).  This suggestion is one that Dee does not like at all since she believes that they are stitched, and they don't suit her. It is at this point that Mama decides to open up about the matter. She frankly admits that she decided a long time that she was going to give the quilts to Maggie. Instead of agreeing with what the mother says, she claims that Maggie will not appreciate them. After a lengthy exchange between the two, Maggie interrupts, saying that she can let Dee have them. This suggestion moved Mrs. Johnson to the extent of hugging her and finally giving her the quilts.  	Comment by Price, Merrall: Stitched by machine	Comment by Price, Merrall: This is plot summary. Assume I’ve read it and know what happens.
The above instance, together with several others, it shows a person whose morals X 
and values were stable. A person who is honest and honors every promise that he gives. X 
Also, she is a person who can judge fairly and give credit where it is due. By refusing to give the quilts to Maggie, it shows that she fully understands the situation as it should be and that she always stands for what is right. All these are qualities of a mother who understands and does everything for a reason. 	Comment by Price, Merrall: So, we’re still at the question of which essay question you want to answer. Perhaps the one about human nature? You could argue that motherhood is an aspect of human nature that leads Ms. Johnson to behave in certain ways: some good, some bad. But you do need to address one of the questions.


Works Cited
Walker, Alice. "Everyday Use." Introduction to Literature: Pearson Custom Library.  Ed. J. 
Merrall Price.  Boston, MA: Pearson Learning Solutions, 2014.  262 – 269.  Print.   
